
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Opening Service 
August 24, 2026 

10:15 am  

 



 

Preservice Music​ Fantasia on “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” (BWV 651) 
Johann Sebastian Bach 

Processional Hymn​ Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord | CW 585 

As the hymn is introduced, stand and face the cross at the entrance of the chapel and follow its path to 
the chancel, where it becomes the focus of Christian worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
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Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, ​
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. ​
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. ​
    We have done those things that we should not have done, ​
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! ​
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, ​
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

Lord of the harvest, you have brought us together to begin another year of training for the 
public ministry of your church. Look with favor on Martin Luther College, blessing those who 
teach, those who learn, and all who serve on our campus, that we may apply ourselves 
diligently to your will and faithfully to your service; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Be seated 

First Reading​ Proverbs 3:1–8 
1My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 2for they will 
prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 3Let love and faithfulness 
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 4Then you 
will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 7Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the 
LORD and shun evil. 8This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day​ Before I Was Born | Psalm 139 

The choir will sing the first refrain and all verses. The congregation will sing all following refrains as 
indicated. 

 
 

You have sought me out and found me; you know where I sit or stand. 
You know the depths of my heart, whenever I move or rest, 
you find me wherever I am. Refrain 
 
Before the word comes from my mouth, you know what I want to say. 
You come close to me, you lay your hand upon me. 
All of this is too much for me. Refrain 
 
How can I ever hide from you? Where can I run from you? 
Above and below—you are there. To the dawn or to the sea—you are there. 
Your hand will guide my way. Refrain 
 
You have created every inch of me, you have knit me to my mother’s womb. 
You have record of all my days, long before they ever began. 
How amazing your thoughts, O God. Refrain  
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Second Reading​ 1 Timothy 3:1–7 
1Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2Now 
the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his 
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5(If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He 
must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into 
the devil’s trap. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

The congregation sings the alleluias. The choir sings the verse.  ​  

 

​ A pledge of peace from God I see 
​ when thy pure eyes are turned to me 
​ to show me thy good pleasure.  
​ Jesus, thy Spirit and thy Word, 
​ thy body and thy blood, afford 
​ my soul its dearest treasure. 
​ Keep me kindly in thy favor, O my Savior! 
​ Thou wilt cheer me;  
​ thy Word calls me to draw near thee. 
​ Johann Sebastian Bach 
​ Chorale from Cantata No. 172 written for Pentecost c. 1714 

 
Stand 
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Gospel​ John 1:43–51 
43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and 
told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit.” 
48“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 
50Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater 
things than that.” 51He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day​ Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation | CW 920 
Arr. Larry Visser 

The choir sings stanza 3. 
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Sermon​ Colossians 2:6–10 
6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  
8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on 
Christ.  
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and in Christ you have been 
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 
 

You have been brought to fullness in Christ.  
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, ​
        maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, ​
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, ​
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. ​
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. ​
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints, ​
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, ​
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Be seated 

Rite of Ordination and Installation 
Jack Heichelbech, Dormitory Supervisor and Instructor 
 
Rite of Installation 
Holly Dannecker, Professor of Special Education 
Mark Parsons, Professor of English 
Kevin Walker, Professor and Director of Staff Ministry 
Alyssa Warnke, Lead Teacher, Early Childhood Learning Center 
 
Welcome and Introduction of New Adjunct Instructors 
Maya Heichelbech 

Hymn​ In Christ Alone | CW 510 
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Stand 

Prayer 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen.  
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Closing Hymn​ God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage | CW 640 

Join to sing a capella:  

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

Announcements 

Postlude​ Sinfonia on “We Thank Thee, God” 
Johann Sebastian Bach 

Arr. Harvey Grace
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Serving at Worship 
Presiding Minister​ Rev. Dr. Rich Gurgel 
 
Preacher​ Rev. Brett Krause 

Zion-Denver 
 

Organist​ Prof. Craig Hirschmann 
 
Choir​ Dr. Adrian Smith 
 
Trumpet​ Katie Rosenau, Josiah Smith 
 
Trombone​ Adam Conrad, Noah Sulzle 
 
Timpani​ Caleb Krahn 
 
Cross and Candle Bearers​ Isaac Boettcher 

Jacob Gabb 
Lucas Prange 

A Note about the Vestments 
The vestments worn during the service symbolize different forms of the one public ministry of 
the gospel for which Martin Luther College students prepare. Workers trained as pastors wear 
an alb (white robe) and stole, which represents the yoke of Christ that his undershepherds take 
up at their ordination. Workers trained as staff ministers wear an alb and the deacon stole over 
one shoulder, which represents their office as servants of Christ and his church. 
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(Gregory) Jack Heichelbech | Dormitory Supervisor & Instructor 
Jack is a 2018 graduate of Luther Preparatory School, a 2022 graduate of MLC (BA-Biblical 
Languages), and a 2026 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (MDiv). Jack served his 
vicar year at Zion-Denver in 2024-2025 and served as a part-time religion instructor at Kettle 
Moraine LHS during the 2025-2026 school year. God has blessed Jack and his wife, Maya 
(Aden) MLC ’23, with one son: Luke (5 months). 
 
Holly Dannecker I Professor of Special Education 
Holly is a 2005 graduate of Luther Preparatory School and a 2009 graduate of MLC 
(BS-Education). She earned her MS Education from MLC in 2023 and a cross-categorical 
special education license from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in Winona. From 2009-2020, 
Holly served as a teacher across grade levels ranging from kindergarten through fourth grade 
at St. John-Sparta WI. In 2020, she accepted a call to St. Mark-Green Bay WI, where she 
served as a part-time classroom teacher and part-time student services instructor. In 2022, she 
became St. Mark’s full-time student services director. Most recently, Holly accepted a call to 
Mount Olive-Appleton WI, where she served as full-time director of student services, leading 
and growing the school’s special education program. God has blessed Holly and her husband, 
Jordan MLC ’09, with two daughters: Paige (13) and Eve (11).  
 
Mark Parsons I Professor of English 
Mark is a 2005 graduate of MLC (BA-Biblical Languages) and a 2009 graduate of Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary (MDiv). In 2020, he was also awarded a certificate of culture and theology 
from Fuller Theological Seminary. In 2009, Mark was assigned to Christ the King-Port 
Charlotte FL. In 2013, he accepted a call to serve as associate pastor of youth and school 
ministry at Faith-Fond du Lac WI. From 2020 to 2026, he served as missionary and executive 
director of Truth in Love Ministry (Nampa ID). God has blessed Mark and his wife, Molly 
(Merten) MLC ’06, with three children: Jonas (18), Annabella (16), and Emmalyn (13). 
 
Kevin Walker I Professor and Director of Staff Ministry 
Kevin is a 1995 graduate of Northwestern College (BA-Biblical Languages) and a 2003 
graduate of Martin Luther College (BS-Staff Ministry). From 2003-2018, Kevin served as staff 
minister at Cross of Life-Mississauga ON (Canada). From 2018-2026, he served as staff 
minister at Bethlehem-Germantown/Menomonee Falls WI.God has blessed Kevin and his wife, 
Cindie (Bode), with five children: Jordan (wife Rachel), Calista, Celina (husband Brandon), 
Japheth (wife Katy), and Josiah, as well as three grandchildren: Theophilus, Clio, and Elliana. 
 
Alyssa Warnke | Lead Teacher, Early Childhood Learning Center 
Alyssa is a 2013 graduate of MLC (BS-Early Childhood Education). She has served as lead 
toddler teacher at Jesus Loves Me Learning Center-Mankato MN, lead infant teacher at 
Stepping Stones-Neenah WI, PreK4 teacher at Divine Savior Academy-Doral FL, and as PreK 
director and teacher at Grace-Oshkosh WI. God has blessed Alyssa and her husband, Scott, 
with two children: Annabelle and Theodore. 
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