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MISSION OF MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE

The mission of Martin Luther College is to train men and women to meet the public ministry 
needs of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and to proclaim the Word of 
God faithfully and in accord with the Lutheran Confessions in the Book of Concord. To fulfill 
this mission, Martin Luther College carries out all instruction and programs of student life 
according to the gospel as revealed in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the college desires
•	 To deepen in the student saving faith in the forgiving grace of Jesus Christ;
•	 To strengthen the student in a consecrated spirit of love for God and his Word;
•	 To foster in the student a servant’s heart for Christ-like service in the church,  
	 community, and world;
•	 To educate the student for faithful, capable, and intelligent citizenship in today’s world;
•	 To assist the student in acquiring the knowledge, attitudes, and skills needed for  
	 service in the church and for lifelong learning;
•	 To help the student to develop the spiritual, emotional, and physical resiliency that will 
	  assist them to persevere in service under the cross; and
•	 To provide for the student an affordable college experience on a beautiful and  
	 attractive campus.

To meet the current ministry needs of the WELS, Martin Luther College
•	 Prepares men for pastoral training at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary;
•	 Prepares men and women for service as teachers and staff ministers in the synod’s 

churches, schools, and other institutions;
•	 Prepares men and women for other public ministry in the church, both full- and part-

time, responding to the needs of the WELS;
•	 Prepares international students for ministry in partnership with WELS mission  
	 fields; 	and
•	 Provides programs of professional and continuing education that meet the ministerial 

needs of the WELS.
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This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name  

to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
LUKE 24:46-48

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus,

The words above are taken from the gospel read just two days ago on Ascension Day. 

Do you hear the powerful promise Jesus was making to his first disciples – and to us? He 
promises that the message of his death and resurrection would not be a temporary tale told 
only in some tiny territory around Jerusalem. “Repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations.” 

With Jesus’ resurrection, God the Father has declared a world of sinners to be justified. Our 
Triune God longs for every sinner of all time and in every place to know that salvation found 
only in Jesus’ name. 

What is more, included in Jesus’ promise was not only the message but also the messengers. 
Those first disciples would be witnesses of their crucified, risen, and ascended Lord, yet it 
could not and would not stop with them. The God who longs for the salvation of every sinner 
has promised to provide those who would be witnesses of this message of repentance and 
forgiveness throughout the centuries and in every corner of our world. 

Jesus fulfills that promise of witnesses by calling every believer who has learned to know 
his gift of repentance and forgiveness to be a witness of his saving truth.  In the water of our 
baptism, every one of us was “ordained” to add our voice to the chorus of the royal priesthood 
of all believers. 

But Jesus also fulfills that promise by preparing and calling some into the public ministry to 
be witnesses of his saving message in places where the rest of us may never go. Through 
public ministry witnesses, he brings many to repentance and forgiveness whose names most 
of us will never know until heaven.

Today, right before our eyes, Jesus continues to fulfill what he promised to his first disciples. 
Those who will receive their diplomas today have been nurtured in the gospel for years 
on this campus. Some of them will continue their preparation for pastoral ministry at our 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. Many others, this very afternoon, will hear their name joined to 
a place of ministry where as a teacher or staff minister they will add their voices to centuries 
of witnesses who have gone before them.  

Watch with wonder today as Jesus continues to fulfill his promise that “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations.”

In Him, 

Rich Gurgel  
President, Martin Luther College



4

THE REGALIA

MLC GOVERNING BOARD

BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. Joe E. Archer 
Mr. Paul H. Kelm 
Mr. Thomas M. Klaudt 
Rev. Steven L. Lange  |  Chair
Mr. Joel T. Lauber  |  Secretary
Mr. Timothy M. Luetzow 
Mr. Todd S. Marten 
Rev. Peter M. Prange  |  Vice Chair 
Rev. Karl M. Schultz 
Rev. Larry F. Seafert 
Rev. Peter J. Snyder
Mr. Jacob J. Unke
Mr. Michael S. Valleau 

ADVISORY
Dr. Richard L. Gurgel  |  President, Martin Luther College
Rev. Dennis C. Klatt  |  President, Minnesota District, WELS
Mr. Michael G. Krueger  |  Board Appointed Advisory
Rev. Duane A. Rodewald  |  Chair, Board for Ministerial Education, WELS
Rev. Mark G. Schroeder  |  President, WELS
Rev. Charles D Vannieuwenhoven  |  Administrator, Board for Ministerial Education, WELS
Mr. Thomas C. Walters  |  Board Appointed Advisory

The academic apparel worn by faculty and graduates has its origins in the monastic 
tradition of the Middle Ages. In Christian freedom we can choose to follow such academic 
traditions or not. In this graduation service, our undergraduate faculty has chosen to wear 
normal attire to emphasize that we train students not just for academic achievement, 
but for ministry. Our graduate faculty has chosen to wear formal regalia to emphasize 
lifelong learning pursued in service to God and for the glory of God.

The various colors of apparel (baccalaureate tassels and master’s hoods) indicate the 
degree-granting institution and the particular areas of study.

•	 Martin Luther College: red and black  
•	 Education: light blue 
•	 Theology: red 
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MLC FACULTY

UNDERGRADUATE FACULTY
Peter A. Baganz
Daniel N. Balge
Jacob C. Behnken
Darrell T. Berg
David K. Biedenbender
James D. Carlovsky
Benjamin P. Clemons
Rebecca L. Cox
James C. Danell Jr.
Susan E. Decker
Isaiah W. Degner
Gregory T. Diersen
Heath D. Dobberpuhl
Matthew K. Doering
Aaron J. Dolan
Brian L. Dose
Daniel J. Fenske
Joel D. Fredrich
Rachel R. Fredrich
Daniel P. Gawrisch
Paul J. Grubbs
Timothy D. Grundmeier
Richard L. Gurgel
Kathryn S. Gut
Jon M. Hermanson
Craig R. Hirschmann
MacKenzie A. Holzbauer
Greg A. Holzhueter
Paul D. Huebner
Samuel A. Hunter
Janet M. Justice
Paul E. Koelpin
Jennifer L. Krause
JoElyn K. Krohn
Rebecca L. Kvam
Martin P. LaGrow
Nichole A. LaGrow
Jennifer A. Mehlberg
John E. Meyer
Breanna L. Olson
Lawrence O. Olson
Mark A. Paustian
Adam D. Pavelchik
Matthew S. Pearson
Rachel M. Renno
Aaron T. Robinson
Jonathan A. Roux
Martín Santos
Benjamin P. Schaefer

Ryan J. Rathje
Rachel M. Renno
Kristina E. Rouech
Jonathan A. Roux
Todd A. Russ
Julie A. Sallquist
Jonathan M. Schaefer
Greta L. Scharp
Jason E. Schmidt
John D. Schuetze
Michael K. Smith
Martin A. Spriggs
Paul S. Steinberg
Paul O. Wendland
Keith C. Wessel
Cynthia E. Whaley
Jeffery P. Wiechman
Rachel K. Youngblom

ADJUNCT
Warren B. Backer
Bethel A. Balge
Paul A. Bases
Thomas J. Bierer
Brendon J. Bushman
Kathryn E. Carlovsky
Holly J. Dannecker
Hannah M. Ellingboe
William L. Frame
Amanda J. Gerdts
Brian P. Hopp
Phyllis L. Horridge
Megan R. Kassuelke
Judith L. Martens
Robert L. Martens
Andrea J. Myers
Thomas P. Nass
Michael D. Plocher
Ryan D. Rader
Kristine L. Ringen
Christine M. Thompson
Julianne B. Trebelhorn
David J. Urness
Elisabeth J. Urtel
Marianne E. Vogel
Mark S. Wamma
Elizabeth J. Wiechman
Dale A. Witte
Kathryn M. Wurster

Jonathan M. Schaefer
David G. Scharf
Hannah H. Scharf
Nicolas C. Schmoller
Scott D. Schmudlach
Jeffrey L. Schone
Adrian R. Smith
Ross A. Stelljes
Joel W. Thomford
Luke G. Thompson
Alan E. Uher
Duane J. Vance
Daniel W. Waldschmidt
Keith C. Wessel
Cynthia E. Whaley
Jeffery P. Wiechman
Miles B. Wurster
Rachel K. Youngblom
Tyson J. Zarnstorff

TUTOR
Aaron T. Bush
Malachi D. Mortensen

GRADUATE FACULTY
Richard E. Bakken
Michael J. Berg
John C. Boeder
James D. Carlovsky
Kenneth A. Cherney Jr.
Benjamin P. Clemons
Carolyn M. DeLorme
Timothy D. Grundmeier
Philip J. Huebner
Martin P. LaGrow
Jeffrey C. Lemke
Alanna M. Lienig
Jason H. Lowrey
Jamie C. Leuhring
Robert L. Martens
John E. Meyer
Kristen A. Meyer
Kari A. Muente
Mark W. Murphy
Lawrence O. Olson
Carrie F. Pfeifer
Timothy M. Plath
Joel L. Pless
James A. Rademan
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The assembly may remain seated during the procession.

PRO CESSIONAL
Stand

DIALOGUE
M:	 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:	 Amen. 

M:	 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
C:	 Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

M:	 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
C:	 we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

M:	 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
C:	 give thanks to him and praise his name.

M:	 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
C:	 his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Be seated

COMMENCEMENT SERVICE� 10:00 am
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HYMN� GOD IS HERE! AS WE YOUR PEOPLE 
CW 858 

The choir sings stanzas 2 and 3.

##.

Organ: George Hogan         Trumpet: Katie Rosenau, Josiah Smith        Trombone: Adam Conrad, Noah Sulzle
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M:	 Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father, pour out your Holy Spirit on our graduates. As they depart from this 
place, cause them to continue to grow in faith, love, and joy. In all their vocations in 
life, instill in them a lifelong desire to hear and tell the message of your grace in Christ. 
Keep them ever faithful to you so that, through their witness, many more may sing your 
praises in eternity, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:	 Amen. 

READING� JOSHUA 1:1–9
The Lord promised to be with Joshua wherever he went.

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
aide: “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross 
the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you 
every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will extend from 
the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to 
the Mediterranean Sea in the west. No one will be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be 
strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them.
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; 
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 
Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

M:	 The Word of the Lord.
C:	 Thanks be to God.
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CHORAL ANTHEM� STILL, MY SOUL, BE STILL
Arranged by James Koerts

Still, my soul, be still and do not fear,
    though winds of change may rage tomorrow.
God is at your side; no longer dread
    the fires of unexpected sorrow. (Refrain)

God, you are my God, and I will
    trust in you and not be shaken.
Lord of peace, renew a steadfast spirit within me
    to rest in you alone, to rest in you alone.

Still, my soul, be still; do not be moved
    by lesser lights and fleeting shadows.
Hold on to his ways with shield of faith
    against temptation’s flaming arrows. (Refrain)

Still, my soul, be still; do not forsake
    the truth you learned in the beginning.
Wait upon the Lord and hope will rise
    as stars appear when day is dimming. (Refrain)

Piano: William Archer       Clarinet: Eliana Geiger

SERMON	� 2 CORINTHIANS 4:5-7
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us.

IT’S NOT ABOUT YOU . . . IT’S ABOUT HIM!
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HYMN� THY STRONG WORD 
CW 630

The choir sings stanzas 2 and 4.
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5	 Give us lips to sing thy glory,		  6	 God the Father, light-creator,
	 tongues thy mercy to proclaim,			   to thee laud and honor be.
	 throats to shout the hope that fills us,		  To thee, Light from Light begotten,
	 mouths to speak thy holy name.			   praise be sung eternally.
	 Alleluia, alleluia!					     Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
	 May the light which thou dost send		  glory, glory be to thee.
	 fill our songs with alleluias,			   Mortals, angels, now and ever
	 alleluias without end!				    praise the holy Trinity!

				  
Trumpet: Katie Rosenau, Josiah Smith        Trombone: Adam Conrad, Noah Sulzle        Timpani: Caleb Krahn

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
Out of respect for each graduate, please reserve applause for the Presentation of the Class of 
2026, which occurs after the closing hymn.

Stand

PRAYER
M:	 Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the good gifts that you give us. We remember 

especially today the gift of this school of ministry, the blessings of the past school year, 
parents and all others who support the training of future ministers of your Word with 
prayers and gifts, faithful students who apply themselves to their tasks with diligence, 
dedicated faculty and staff who follow your ways, and our church body that comes 
together to proclaim the good news to all people. 

C: 	 Above all, we thank you for our Savior Jesus and the forgiveness he has won for us.  

M:	 O Lord, bless our graduates. Bless those who will begin public ministry as teachers 
and staff ministers. Give them strength and joy in their work of sharing the gospel.

C: 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

M:	 Bless those who will continue their preparation for pastoral ministry at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary with patience and resolve. 

C: 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

M:	 Bless those who will serve you as lay members in their congregations or in 
international fields of service. 

C: 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

M:	 In all we do, give us the strength of faith to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, as 
we give thanks to you. Hear us as we ask these things in his name and pray as he has 
taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
C: 	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING
M:	 The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: 	 Amen. 

Be seated

CLOSING HYMN	�  O CHURCH, ARISE 
CW 870
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PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RECOGNITION OF THOSE  
CONCLUDING SERVICE

Dave Biedenbender (accepted a call)	 Lawrence Olson (retiring June 2026)
Aaron Bush (accepting a call) 	 Tim Rambow (retired October 2025)
Brian Dose (retiring June 2026, accepted a call)	 Joel Thomford (retiring June 2026)
Mark Maurice (accepted a new WELS position)	

	
RECESSIONAL
	

SERVING AT WORSHIP

Presiding Minister	 Rev. Aaron Dolan  |  MLC Faculty Secretary

Preacher	 Rev. Dr. Rich Gurgel  |  MLC President

Assisting with Distribution of Diplomas	 Dr. Jeff Wiechman  |  MLC Vice President for Academic Affairs

Organist	 Rev. Jacob Behnken  |  MLC Dean of Chapel

Graduation Choir	 Prof. Adrian Smith  |  MLC Music Division

Wind Symphony	 Dr. Miles Wurster  |  MLC Music Division

Graduation Marshal	 Mrs. Beth Scharf  |  MLC Event Coordinator
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Caleb D. Chmielewski
Colgate WI

Jacob N. Clarke
Salt Lake City UT

Matthew G. Colson
Belvidere IL

Titus A. Doletzky
Escanaba MI

Joseph G. Engel
Red Wing MN

Emma R. Arnold
Vassar MI

Thomas F. Balge
New Ulm MN

Preston L. Ballentine
Simpsonville SC

Noah J. Bickelhaupt
Billings MT

Jacob S. Bigelow
Freedom WI

Johannes J. Bourman
Milwaukee WI

Joseph D. Brown
Houston TX

Micaiah A. Bublitz
Gilbert AZ

Juan A. Carrasquero
Doral FL

Jesse Z. Childress
Spartanburg SC

BACHELOR’S DEGREES

BACHELOR OF ARTS

BIBLICAL LANGUAGES
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Andrew C. Esmay
Littleton CO

Daniel O. Fields
Harrisburg NC

Luke H. Fix
Germantown WI

Michael D. Griffith
Redding CA

Harrison E. Hahm
Hastings MN

Connor D. Heckendorf
Reno NV

Owen C. Heiman
Sahuarita AZ

Jason A. Horn
San Diego CA

Carter D. Huber
Columbus WI

Joshua M. Kallies
Glendale AZ

Matthew C. Koelpin
Dallas TX

Thomas P. Koelpin
Folsom CA

Zachary N. Maedke
Coleman WI

Timothy J. Manning
Mankato MN

Norbert M. Mielke IV
Sarasota FL

Matthew A. Nygaard
Fond du Lac WI

Jordan J. Otto
Saint Paul MN

Andrew R. Raasch
Stillwater MN

Samuel J. Rodriguez
Germantown WI

Chandler J. Ross
Louisburg NC
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Stephen W. Wietzke
East Fork AZ

Isaiah D. Ruddat
Shirley WI

Jared M. Schlittenhart
Westminster CO

Benjamin J. Schoch
Chesaning MI

William L. Shanks III
Wausau WI

Benjamin S. Springstroh
Freedom WI

Gregory A. Foote
Appleton WI

Grant J. Wempner
West Allis WI

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
BIBLICAL LANGUAGES cont.

SEMINARY CERTIFICATION
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Elizabeth A. Bigelow
Mukwonago WI

Isabel M. Brown
Conroe TX

Emily R. Doletzky
Appleton WI

Naomi E. Foley
Westland MI

Emma J. Griebel
New Ulm MN

Laura E. Kopplin
Rowlett TX

Paige E. Mathiowetz
Morgan MN

Morgan E. Ritter
Jordan MN

Elena C. Schroeder
Alpharetta GA

Katie R. Ungemach
Manitowoc WI

Macie P. VanDenHeuvel
Kaukauna WI

Mary M. Zellmer
Horicon WI

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Carissa G. Avery
Aurora CO

Annemarie J. Backus
Watertown WI

Evan D. Bargenquast
Princeton WI

Hannah C. Bigelow
Freedom WI

Aubrey E. Bode
Coon Rapids MN

Meghan L. Braun
Oak Creek WI

Leah E. Domke
Webberville MI

Lydia K. Feidt
Kaukauna WI

Joshua B. Felsing
Park Ridge IL

Adeline L. Fields
Menomonee Falls WI

Madelyn M. Fischer
Nicollet MN

Ruby J. Freese
Spring TX

Josie M. Glowicki
Franklin WI

Sandra M. Hahnke
North Freedom WI

Karissa B. Holdcroft
Greenville WI

Maddilyn A. Holicky
New Prague MN

AnaCristina Iglesias
Watertown WI

Meghan K. Johnson
La Crosse WI

Emma Grace L. Kramer
Gibbon MN

Kira E. Lange
Watertown WI
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Ruby R. Lien
Sleepy Eye MN

Alexandra G. Manning
Grand Blanc MI

Zair A. Palacios
Watertown WI

Zachary A. Pausma
Fox Lake WI

Anna L. Plocher
Garden Grove CA

Madelyn R. Ponath
Stillwater MN

Kay N. Prigge
Ulysses NE

Katelyn C. Rassat
South Haven MN

Madelinn S. Romsdahl
Glendale AZ

Zoe R. Scharf
New Ulm MN

Heidi J. Schindler
Hartland WI

Ella M. Schlei
Lamberton MN

Heidi R. Schmidt
Marana AZ

Joseph H. Schultz
Rhinelander WI

Lily M. Schultz
Caledonia WI

Carter W. Seltz
Columbia TN

Kayla C. Sprenger
Plymouth WI

Alana R. Sulzle
Cottonwood AZ

Yijun Wang
Beijing, China
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

MIDDLE and SECONDARY EDUCATION

Josiah R. Cloute
Oconomowoc WI

Communication Arts  
& Literature

Isaiah J. Hahm
Hartland WI

Physics

Jared M. Henning
Mequon WI

Social Studies

Jefferson R. Heyer
Greenville WI
Social Studies

Elijah S. Hutchinson
Racine WI

Chemistry; Physics

Caleb T. Jensen
Ixonia WI

Social Studies

Connor A. Jordan
Menasha WI

Social Studies

Wenda Liu
Beijing, China

Chemistry;  
Life Science

Elise N. Nolte
Appleton WI

Physics

Justin A. Peter
Portage MI

Mathematics

Jordan D. Ramirez
Stevensville MI

Physical Education (K-12); 
Social Studies
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Trinity G. Mulder
New London WI

Special Education

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

K-12 EDUCATION 

Elena M. Brauer
Des Moines WA

Special Education

Ethan P. Kjenstad
Aberdeen SD

Physical Education

Micah N. Koschnitzke
Waukesha WI

Physical Education

Joseph J. Panning
Litchfield MN

Instrumental Music; 
Vocal Music

Lydia B. Panning
New Ulm MN

Spanish

Emma M. Pufahl
Phoenix AZ

Instrumental Music

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION + EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

Bethany L. Schneekloth
Mabel MN

Sarah B. Yonkovich
Onalaska WI

Physical Education
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Rachel A. Schoeneck
College Station TX

Spanish

Abigail R. Winkel
Milwaukee WI

Communication Arts  
& Literature

Emily M. Wittig
Hartford WI

Spanish

Micah J. Schibbelhut
Onalaska WI
Life Science

Hannah C. S. Rux
Saginaw MI

Social Studies

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION + SECONDARY EDUCATION

PARISH MUSIC

Jessica L. Horn
North Richland Hills TX

Mathematics

Eli B. Krueger
Appleton WI

Chemistry

Katie F. Kutz
Nodine MN

Communication Arts  
& Literature

Micah D. Gray
West Salem WI

Atticus J. Lawrenz
Watertown WI
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

STAFF MINISTRY

Paul E. Kuske
Baraboo WI

Benjamin J. Foster
Grand Ledge MI

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

PARISH MUSIC + STAFF MINISTRY
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Rachel J. Bohlmann
Crete IL

in absentia

Michelle S. Gill
Kent WA

Wei Li 
Hong Kong, China

in absentia

Anastasia P. Springstroh
Crivitz WI

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES

Faith J. Blauert
North Freedom WI

Phoebe A. Ziemer
New Ulm MN

STAFF MINISTRY CERTIFICATION

Tena L. Schmidt
New Ulm MN
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MINISTRY CERTIFICATION
for PARISH STAFF MINISTRY

EVANGELISM

Donald J. Bowen
Janesville WI

John M. Kirk
Bemidji MN

Phillip A. Lepple
Waukesha WI

Joshua R. Quint
Mount Pleasant WI

Michael J. Roddy
Palm Bay FL

Rachel A. Wisniewski
Hustisford WI

CHAPLAIN

John P. Healy
Citrus Heights CA

MENTORING
& COACHING

Carrie L. Dorst
Green Bay WI

Jeremiah D. Drews
Rapid City SD

Tania R. Kopplin
Rowlett TX

Christine K. Rau
Jackson WI

MINISTRY 
CERTIFICATION  
for NON-PARISH 
STAFF MINISTRY

Adam A. Volbrecht
Big Bend WI

Amy S. Niehausen
Watertown WI

ASSO CIATE OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

ASSOCIATE DEGREE

COMPLETING CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Jacquelyn M. Haag 
Palm Bay FL
in absentia

Rebekah A. Mueller
Doral FL

in absentia
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Eric K. Dorn 
Lake Mills WI

Theological Studies

Mark D. Holcomb
Fort Atkinson WI

Theological Studies

CURRENT SERVICE:

Lakeside Lutheran High School
Lake Mills WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2018

CURRENT SERVICE:

Crown of Life Christian Academy
Fort Atkinson WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Dr. Martin Luther College
1993

Gina E. Grove
Rochester MN

Theological Studies

CURRENT SERVICE:

Private Practice /
Grace in Action Adjunct

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Dr. Martin Luther College
1986

MASTER OF ARTS

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

MASTER’S DEGREES
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Hannah E. Cook
Wisconsin Rapids WI
Instruction Emphasis

Jeanne L. R. Cook
Barrie, Ontario, 

Canada
Instruction Emphasis

Terri E. Elder
St. Joseph MI

Special Education  
Emphasis

David M. Endorf
Brooklyn Park MN

Instruction Emphasis

Michelle L. Goens
Watertown SD

Instruction Emphasis

Elizabeth A. Henke
Savannah GA

Special Education  
Emphasis

CURRENT SERVICE:

Good Shepherd  
Lutheran School
Wisconsin Rapids WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2018

CURRENT SERVICE:

Michigan Lutheran High School
St. Joseph MI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2006

CURRENT SERVICE:

Watertown High School
Watertown SD

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2021

CURRENT SERVICE:

Substitute Teacher /
PhD Studies

OTHER DEGREES:

BA Education
Bethany Lutheran College
2025

CURRENT SERVICE:

Brooklyn Lutheran Church
Brooklyn Park MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BA
Martin Luther College
2000

MDiv
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
2004

CURRENT SERVICE:

Risen Savior Christian Academy
Pooler GA

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2014

MASTER OF SCIENCE

EDUCATION
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Steven M. Hennig
Oshkosh WI

Leadership Emphasis
in absentia

Ryan A. Jaeger
Two Rivers WI

Leadership Emphasis

Emily K. Platzer
Rockford IL
Educational 

Technology Emphasis

Michael E. Wilde
Peoria AZ

Instruction Emphasis

CURRENT SERVICE:

Martin Luther Lutheran School
Oshkosh WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Dr. Martin Luther College
1995

Elizabeth J. Laska
Wautoma WI

Special Education  
Emphasis

CURRENT SERVICE:

Volunteer at Christ Alone  
Lutheran Academy
Wautoma WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2014

Kyle P. Swogger
Watertown WI

Leadership Emphasis
in absentia

CURRENT SERVICE:

Trinity-St. Luke Lutheran School
Watertown WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2006

WELS Staff Ministry Certification
Martin Luther College
2013

Hannah M. L. Zabel
Waco NE

Leadership Emphasis

CURRENT SERVICE:

Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran  
High School
Waco NE

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2015

CURRENT SERVICE:

St. John Lutheran School
Two Rivers WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2005

CURRENT SERVICE:

Amazing Grace  
Virtual Academy

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2015

CURRENT SERVICE:

Grace Lutheran School
Glendale AZ

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2018

MASTER OF SCIENCE  EDUCATION cont.
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

Samuel M. Evans
Jenera OH

Principal Emphasis

Kristin K. Hadenfeldt
Menomonie WI
Early Childhood 

Director Emphasis

Evan J. Korthals
Lake Mills WI

Principal Emphasis

David D. Leonard
Watertown SD

Principal Emphasis

Sherri L. Lueck
Auburn WA

Early Childhood 
Director Emphasis

CURRENT SERVICE:

Trinity Lutheran School
Jenera OH

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2021

CURRENT SERVICE:

St. Paul Lutheran School
Lake Mills WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2023

CURRENT SERVICE:

Holy Trinity Lutheran School
Des Moines WA

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
1998

CURRENT SERVICE:

St. Mark Lutheran School
Eau Claire WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2000

CURRENT SERVICE:

St. Martin’s Lutheran School
Watertown SD

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
1998

MS Education
Martin Luther College
2014



30

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION cont.

Hannah M. Mueller
Stevensville MI
Early Childhood 

Director Emphasis

Taylor E. Nielsen
Chippewa Falls WI

Early Childhood 
Director Emphasis

Dana L. Raasch
Wakefield MI

Early Childhood  
Director Emphasis

Margaret E. G. Salesky
Norman OK

Principal Emphasis

Shawna D. Tech
Surprise AZ

Early Childhood  
Director Emphasis

in absentia

CURRENT SERVICE:

Grace Lutheran School
St. Joseph MI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2009

CURRENT SERVICE:

Stay-at-Home Mom

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2021

CURRENT SERVICE:

Grace Lutheran School
Glendale AZ

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Dr. Martin Luther College
1993

CURRENT SERVICE:

Homeschool Teacher

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2018

CURRENT SERVICE:

Moore Norman  
Technology Center
Norman OK

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2008

MA Applied Linguistics
University of Oklahoma
2019
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Michelle M. Kreuziger
Madison WI

Kirsten S. Schwerin
Appleton WI

CURRENT SERVICE:

Westside Christian School
Middleton WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2011

CURRENT SERVICE:

St. Paul Lutheran School
Appleton WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Immanuel Lutheran College
1999

WELS Teaching Ministry 
Certification
Martin Luther College
2021

Stephanie E. Spevacek
Rochester MN

MASTER OF SCIENCE

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Ashley K. McGuire
Crystal MN

CURRENT SERVICE:

King of Grace Lutheran 
School
Golden Valley MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BA Education
University of Northwestern
2008

CURRENT SERVICE:

Churchill Elementary School
Rochester MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2023
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CALL SERVICE�

OPENING HYMN� COME, HOLY GHOST, CREATOR BLEST 
CW 586

5	 Drive far away our wily foe,			 
	 and your abiding peace bestow;			 
	 with you as our protecting guide,			
	 no evil can with us abide.				  

6	 Teach us to know the Father, Son,
	 and you, from both, as Three in One
	 that we your name may ever bless
	 and in our lives the truth confess.

	 Stand

7	 Praise we the Father and the Son
	 and Holy Spirit, with them One,
	 and may the Son on us bestow
	 the gifts that from the Spirit flow!

2:30 pm
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THE LITANY
M:	 O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,
C:	 Have mercy on us.

M:	 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C:	 Have mercy on us.

M:	 O God the Holy Spirit, Advocate and Guide,
C:	 Have mercy on us.

M:	 Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God,
C:	 Have mercy on us.

M:	 Govern and direct your holy Church, fill it with love and truth, and grant it that unity 
which is according to your will. 

C:	 Hear us, good Lord.

M:	 Enlighten all ministers of the gospel with true knowledge and understanding of your 
Word, that by their teaching and living they may declare it clearly and show its truth. 

C:	 Hear us, good Lord.

M:	 Encourage and prosper your servants who spread the gospel in all the world, and send 
out laborers into the harvest. 

C:	 Hear us, good Lord.

M:	 Bless and keep your people, good Lord. 
C:	 God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Be seated

READING� EPHESIANS 4:7-13
Christ gives the gift of public ministers of the gospel to equip his people for works of service.

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: 
	 “When he ascended on high, 
	 he took many captives 
	 and gave gifts to his people.” 
(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 
He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill 
the whole universe.) So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

M:	 The Word of the Lord.
C:	 Thanks be to God.
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HYMN� LORD JESUS, YOU HAVE COME
CW 897

st. 1-3, 5 setting by Paul Bunjes; st. 4 setting by Henry V. Gerike

The choir sings stanzas 2 and 4.

Organ: George Hogan         Trumpet: Jason Horn, Eric Smith, Josiah Smith

SERMON� 1 SAMUEL 14:6,7



36

CHOIR� LORD GOD, YOU HAVE CALLED YOUR SERVANTS
Text: Closing Prayer from the Vespers Service

Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Music: J. Aaron McDermid

Lord God, you have called your servants 
	 to ventures of which we cannot see the ending;
	 by paths as yet untrod, through perils unknown.

 	

Give us faith to go out with courage, not knowing where we go,
	 but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
	 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

READING OF ASSIGNMENTS

OPTING FOR INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
We praise God also for the following graduates who have elected international service in 
various parts of the world:

EDUCATION 					     PRESEMINARY
Lydia Feidt – Dominican Republic			  Jacob Clarke – Peru

HYMN� IN YOU IS GLADNESS  
CW 513
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Stand

BLESSING
M:	 The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:	 Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN� GOD’S WORD IS OUR GREAT HERITAGE 
CW 640

Be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SERVING AT WORSHIP
Presiding Minister		  Rev. Dr. Rich Gurgel  |  MLC President

Preacher			   Rev. Jeff Schone  |  MLC Vice President for Student Life

Reading of Assignments	 Rev. Mark Schroeder  |  WELS President

Organist			   Dr. Jonathan Roux  |  MLC Education Division

College Choir			   Prof. Adrian Smith  |  MLC Music Division
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“In You Is Gladness”: Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622. Text and 

tune: Public domain.
“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”: Text: tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt.; Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872. Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924. Text and tune: Public 
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Kenneth & Mary Abraham Scholarship
Martin Albrecht Music Scholarship
Albrechts of Eschenau Memorial Fund
Katherine (Ewald) Alderman Memorial Scholarship
All Children Can Learn Scholarship
Amthor Family Scholarship
Arizona-California District Scholarship
Barnabas Fund
Gerhard Bauer Scholarship
Isaac J. Baumann Memorial Scholarship
Baumann Public School Scholarship
George & Mildred Benedict Endowment
Beyer Memorial Scholarship
Hugo & Janet Bilitz Scholarship
Bingenheimer Music Scholarship
Birkholz & Gray Family Scholarship
Elfred Bloedel Memorial Organ Scholarship
Boehling Scholarship
Boschee Memorial Scholarship
John Braskett Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Roy & Ruth Breiling Endowed Instrumental  

Music Scholarship
Dr. Roy & Ruth Breiling Endowed Organ Scholarship
Edwin & Malinda Buss Memorial Fund
By Grace Scholarship
Ron & Phyllis Byers Scholarship
Carow MLC Preseminary Scholarship
Christus Lux Scholarship
Confessional Language Endowed &  

Annual Scholarships
Larry Czer English Scholarship
Dakota-Montana District Scholarship
Earl & Eileen Defferding Scholarship
DMLHS Class of 1956 Scholarship
DMLHS Class of 1959 Scholarship
Duane Duin Student Assistance Scholarship
Dusseau Family Urban Teaching &  

Leadership Scholarship
Melvin & Ina Mae Dux Scholarship
Emanuel–New London 125th Anniversary Fund
Engel Scholarship
R. & F. Ewings Memorial Scholarship
Conrad Frey Scholarship
Gaertner/Harting Scholarship

Judy & Jim Garske Endowed Scholarship
Silas Lawrence Gerling Scholarship
Grefe Family Scholarship
Henry F. Gruenhagen Memorial Scholarship
Ivan & Jeanette Gruetzmacher Scholarship
Jim & Sarah (Zell) Guenther Scholarship
Walter & Darleen Gutknecht Endowment
Paul & Suzanne Gydesen Scholarship
Judy Hamby Scholarship
Heckmann Scholarship
Pastor William K. Hein Chaplaincy Endowment
Holzhueter Family Scholarship
Chris Horn Scholarship
Houska Larsen Endowment
James K. Huhn Memorial Science Scholarship
Elizabeth Mara Johnson Memorial Scholarship
Walter O. & Frieda Johnson Scholarship
Junso Organ Scholarship
Kallies Family Scholarship
Kastens Staff Ministry Scholarship
E. C. Kiessling Scholarship
Klockziem Scholarship
Koinonia Fund
Bob & Helen Krueger Scholarship
Don & Verona Krueger Scholarship
Zachary Krzmarzick Music Scholarship
Pastor Tom & Deb Kutz Scholarship
Herman & Antonia Lehmann Prize
Rev. Philip L. H. & Elenore F. A. Lehmann Scholarship
Dr. Ruth Preston Lehmann Scholarship
Winfred P. Lehmann Language Scholarship
Lemke Scholarship
LET & MAT Scholarship
Rev. J. D. Liggett Endowment Fund
Ronald & Anna Lind Scholarship
Luehrs Scholarship
Glenn & Rebecca Lussky Scholarship
Andrew & Margaret Madson Scholarship
MLC Alumni Association Endowment
MLC Auxiliary Scholarship
Martin Luther Elder Care Ministries  

(MLECM) Scholarship
Melacha Scholarship
Alan & Muriel Meyer Endowment

We praise God for the individuals, families, churches, and organizations that have established 
named scholarships to assist MLC students. 


