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MISSION OF MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE

The mission of Martin Luther College is to train men and women to meet the public ministry needs of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and to proclaim the Word of God faithfully and in accord 
with the Lutheran Confessions in the Book of Concord. To fulfill this mission, Martin Luther College 
carries out all instruction and programs of student life according to the gospel as revealed in the inspired and 
inerrant Word of God.

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the college desires
• To deepen in the student saving faith in the forgiving grace of Jesus Christ;
• To strengthen the student in a consecrated spirit of love for God and his Word;
• To foster in the student a servant’s heart for Christ-like service in the church, community, and world;
• To educate the student for faithful, capable, and intelligent citizenship in today’s world;
• To assist the student in acquiring the knowledge, attitudes, and skills needed for service in the church 

and for lifelong learning;
• To help the student to develop the spiritual, emotional, and physical resiliency that will assist them to 

persevere in service under the cross; and
• To provide for the student an affordable college experience on a beautiful and attractive campus.

To meet the current ministry needs of the WELS, Martin Luther College
• Prepares men for pastoral training at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary;
• Prepares men and women for service as teachers and staff ministers in the synod’s churches, schools, 

and other institutions;
• Prepares men and women for other public ministry in the church, both full- and part-time, 

responding to the needs of the WELS;
• Prepares international students for ministry in partnership with WELS mission fields; and
• Provides programs of professional and continuing education that meet the ministerial needs of  

the WELS.
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MY SHEEP LISTEN TO MY VOICE; I  KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME. 
I  GIVE THEM E TERNAL LIFE, AND THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH;  

NO ONE WILL SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND.
JOHN 10:27-28

Dear Fellow Sheep of the Good Shepherd,

The words above are from last Sunday’s gospel. The fourth Sunday of Easter is, each year, Good Shepherd 
Sunday. There may be no more comforting picture of our Savior and his relationship to us than that of a 
caring shepherd looking out for the sheep entrusted to him. 

And there also may be no more sobering picture of the part we play in that relationship with Jesus. 

I hate to say it on their special day, but each one whom you will watch cross the platform to receive a 
diploma is, by nature, a rebellious and unruly sheep—each prone to go their own way. And before families in 
attendance get upset by such a statement, it is also true about all our faculty and staff who have served them 
on campus these four or five years. And yes, it is also true about each of you. 

Left to ourselves, this story would not end well. Not now. Not eternally. That is a humbling and sobering 
reality with which we must all come to grips.

But that contrast simply makes the stunning beauty of our great Good Shepherd’s loving care for us shine 
even more wonderfully! He did not come to die for magnificent, wise, and spotless sheep. He came to 
die—and rise again—to proclaim us to be the magnificent (clothed in his holiness), wise (for salvation), and 
spotless (washed in his blood) sheep of his flock. 

So powerful is the loving voice of our Good Shepherd that he teaches us—sheep who by nature love to 
wander—to listen to his voice and to follow him heavenward. And he assures us, as we rest in him, that no 
one can snatch us out of his nail-marked hands! 

And now, on this day, something wonderful is occurring for these young men and women of MLC’s class of 
2025. As many of them head out to gospel ministry as staff ministers or teachers, or on to final preparation 
at seminary for pastoral ministry, God is keeping his promise made long ago to his Church. He promised 
that he would give his people shepherds after his own heart (Jeremiah 3:15). Before our eyes today the Good 
Shepherd is again keeping that promise! He takes sheep who by nature love to wander—and who daily until 
heaven need to die and rise in repentance and faith—and he uses them to gather and guard other sheep. 

Such is the wonder of what you see before you today. Such is the Good Shepherd’s love for his flock!

In Him,

Rich Gurgel

President, Martin Luther College
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THE REGALIA

MLC GOVERNING BOARD

BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. Joe E. Archer
Mr. Paul H. Kelm
Mr. Thomas M. Klaudt
Mr. Joel T. Lauber  |  Secretary
Mr. Timothy M. Luetzow
Mr. Todd S. Marten
Rev. Peter M. Prange  |  Vice Chair
Rev. Karl M. Schultz
Rev. Larry F. Seafert
Rev. Peter J. Snyder
Mr. Jacob J. Unke
Mr. Michael S. Valleau
Rev. Michael A. Woldt  |  Chairman

ADVISORY
Dr. Richard L. Gurgel  |  President, Martin Luther College
Rev. Dennis C. Klatt  |  President, Minnesota District, WELS
Mr. Michael G. Krueger  |  Board Appointed Advisory
Rev. Duane A. Rodewald  |  Chair, Board for Ministerial Education, WELS
Rev. Mark G. Schroeder  |  President, WELS
Mr. Thomas C. Walters  |  Board Appointed Advisory

The academic apparel worn by faculty and graduates has its origins in the monastic tradition of the 
Middle Ages. In Christian freedom we can choose to follow such academic traditions or not. In this 
graduation service, our undergraduate faculty has chosen to wear normal attire to emphasize that we 
train students not just for academic achievement, but for ministry. Our graduate faculty has chosen to 
wear formal regalia to emphasize lifelong learning pursued in service to God and for the glory of God. 

The various colors of apparel (baccalaureate tassels and master’s hoods) indicate the degree-granting 
institution and the particular areas of study. 

• Martin Luther College: red and black  
• Education: light blue 
• Theology: red 



4 5

MLC FACULTY

UNDERGRADUATE FACULT Y
Peter A. Baganz
Daniel N. Balge
Jacob C. Behnken
Darrell T. Berg
David K. Biedenbender
James D. Carlovsky
Benjamin P. Clemons
Rebecca L. Cox
James C. Danell
Susan E. Decker
Isaiah W. Degner
Gregory T. Diersen
Heath D. Dobberpuhl
Aaron J. Dolan
Brian L. Dose
Daniel J. Fenske
Joel D. Fredrich
Rachel R. Fredrich
Daniel P. Gawrisch
Paul J. Grubbs
Timothy D. Grundmeier
Richard L. Gurgel
Kathryn S. Gut
Jon M. Hermanson
Craig R. Hirschmann
MacKenzie A. Holzbauer 
Greg A. Holzhueter
Paul D. Huebner
Samuel A. Hunter
Janet M. Justice
Theodore A. Klug
Paul E. Koelpin
Jennifer L. Krause
JoElyn K. Krohn
Rebecca L. Kvam
Martin P. LaGrow
Nichole A. LaGrow
Jennifer A. Mehlberg
John E. Meyer 
Kari A. Muente
Thomas P. Nass
Breanna L. Olson
Lawrence O. Olson
Mark A. Paustian
Adam D. Pavelchik
Matthew S. Pearson
William A. Pekrul
Rachel M. Renno
Aaron T. Robinson
Jonathan A. Roux
Martín Santos

Mark A. Paustian
Carrie F. Pfeifer
Gene R. Pfeifer
Timothy M. Plath
Joel L. Pless
Gail M. Potratz
Ryan J. Rathje
Rachel M. Renno
Kristina E. Rouech
Jonathan A. Roux
Todd A. Russ
Julie A. Sallquist
Jonathan M. Schaefer
Jason E. Schmidt
John D. Schuetze
Michael K. Smith
Martin A. Spriggs
Paul S. Steinberg
Bill J. Tackmier
Paul O. Wendland
Keith C. Wessel
Cynthia E. Whaley
Jeffery P. Wiechman
Rachel K. Youngblom

ADJUNC T
Warren B. Backer
Bethel A. Balge
Paul A. Bases
Thomas J. Bierer
Brendon J. Bushman
Kathryn E. Carlovsky
William L. Frame
Kaitlin A. Gawrisch
Kelli L. Green
Jennifer E. Haugen-Hesse
Brian P. Hopp
Megan R. Kassuelke
Cheryl A. Loomis
Judith L. Martens
Robert L. Martens
Andrea J. Myers
Ryan D. Rader
Christine M. Thompson
Julianne B. Trebelhorn
David J. Urness
Elisabeth J. Urtel
Marianne E. Vogel
Mark S. Wamma
Elizabeth J. Wiechman
Melissa A. Williams
Kathryn M. Wurster

Jonathan M. Schaefer
David G. Scharf
Hannah H. Scharf
Nicolas C. Schmoller
Scott D. Schmudlach
Jeffrey L. Schone
Adrian R. Smith
Ross A. Stelljes
Mark W. Tacke
Joel W. Thomford
Luke G. Thompson
Alan E. Uher
Duane J. Vance
Daniel W. Waldschmidt
Keith C. Wessel
Cynthia E. Whaley
Jeffery P. Wiechman
Miles B. Wurster
Rachel K. Youngblom
Tyson J. Zarnstorff

TUTOR
Aaron T. Bush
Nathaniel D. Savage

GRADUATE FACULT Y
Richard E. Bakken
Michael J. Berg
John C. Boeder
James D. Carlovsky
Kenneth A. Cherney
Benjamin P. Clemons
Carolyn M. DeLorme
Kelli L. Green
Timothy D. Grundmeier
James R. Grunwald
Lowell E. Holtz
Philip J. Huebner
Daniel W. Johnson
Robert F. Klindworth
John D. Kolander
Martin P. LaGrow
Jeffrey C. Lemke
Alanna M. Lienig
Jason H. Lowrey
Robert L. Martens
Joshua T. Mears
John E. Meyer
Kari A. Muente
Mark W. Murphy
Lawrence O. Olson
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COMMENCEMENT SERVICE 
As the procession begins, stand and face the cross at the back of the gymnasium.  
Follow its path to the chancel, where it serves as the center and focus of Christian worship.

PROCESSIONAL

DIALOGUE

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

M: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
C: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

M: Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
C: we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

M: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
C: give thanks to him and praise his name.

M: For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
C: his faithfulness continues through all generations.

10:00 am
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M: Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father, pour out your Holy Spirit on our graduates. As they depart from this place, cause 
them to continue to grow in faith and love. In all their vocations, instill in them a lifelong desire 
to hear and tell the message of your grace in Christ. Remind them that their labor in the Lord is 
never in vain, that through their witness, many more may sing your praises in eternity, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated

READING 1 KINGS 19:9-18
Elijah’s labor in the Lord was never in vain.

There [Elijah] went into a cave and spent the night. 
And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they 
are trying to kill me too.”
The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 
After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they 
are trying to kill me too.”
The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, 
anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword 
of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. Yet I reserve seven thousand in 
Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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CHORAL ANTHEM GRANT US WISDOM, GRANT US COURAGE
Eric Nelson

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
Crown your ancient Church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour.
 
Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways.
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore.

Organ: George Hogan

SERMON  1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

WILL YOU LIVE AND SERVE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF EASTER?



8 9

HYMN FORTH IN YOUR NAME, O LORD, I GO
CW 739

Tune and Setting by Barry L. Bobb

The congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5. The choir sings stanzas 2-4.

Organ: Benjamin Foster
Trumpet: Jason Horn, Josiah Smith  |  Trombone: Adam Conrad, Noah Sulzle

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS

Out of respect for each graduate, please reserve applause for the Presentation of the Class of 2025, which occurs 
after the blessing and announcements.

Stand

PRAYER

M: Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the good and perfect gifts that you give us. We remember 
especially today the gift of this school of ministry, the blessings of the past school year, parents and 
all others who support the training of future ministers of your Word with prayers and gifts, faithful 
students who apply themselves to their tasks with diligence, dedicated faculty and staff who follow 
your ways, and our church body that comes together to proclaim the good news to all people. 

C:  Above all, we thank you for our Savior Jesus and the forgiveness he has won for us. 
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M: O Lord, bless our graduates. Bless those who will begin public ministry as staff ministers and 
teachers. Give them strength and joy in their work of sharing the gospel.

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: Bless those who will continue their preparation for pastoral ministry at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary with patience and resolve.  

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: Bless those who will serve you as lay members in their congregations or in international fields  
of service. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

M: In all we do, give us the strength of faith to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, as we give thanks 
to you. Hear us as we ask these things in his name and pray as he has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:  Amen. 

Be seated

CLOSING HYMN  DEAR LORD, TO YOUR TRUE SERVANTS GIVE  
CW 896 
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PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 2025

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RECOGNITION OF THOSE  
CONCLUDING SERVICE

Barb Becker (retired Dec 2024)  Kelli Green (peaceful release) 
Ken Jones (retired Dec 2024)  Kari Muente (accepted a call)
Tom Nass (retiring June 2025) Bill Pekrul (retiring June 2025) 
Nate Savage (accepted a call) Catherine St. John (accepted a call)
Mark Tacke (retiring June 2025) Karen Thomford (retired Jan 2025)

RECESSIONAL

SER VING AT WORSHIP

Presiding Minister    Rev. Aaron Dolan  |  MLC Faculty Secretary

Preacher     Rev. Dr. Rich Gurgel  |  MLC President

Assisting with Distribution of Diplomas Dr. Jeff Wiechman  |  MLC Vice President for Academics

Organist     Rev. Jacob Behnken  |  MLC Dean of Chapel

Graduation Choir    Prof. Adrian Smith  |  MLC Music Division

Wind Symphony    Dr. Miles Wurster  |  MLC Music Division

Graduation Marshal   Beth Scharf  |  MLC Event Coordinator

Acknowledgments
Now Thank We All Our God: Text: Martin Rinkert, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662. Text and tune: Public domain.
Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go: Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, abr., alt. Tune: Barry L. Bobb, b. 1951. Text: Public domain. Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: 

OneLicense no. 704209.
Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give: Text: W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

OneLicense no. 704209. Tune: Public domain.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission 

of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.



12 13

Matthew J. Hillmer
Oconomowoc WI

Jonathan J. Holtz
Appleton WI

Lukas J. LaGalo
Saginaw MI

John H. Meyer VII
Burton MI

Jedidiah S. Mittelstadt
Pipersville WI

BACHELOR OF ARTS

BIBLICAL LANGUAGES

David J. Baumann
Belle Plaine MN

Micah D. Boehm
Inver Grove Heights MN

Ryan J. Boggs
Watertown WI

Justus D. Borgwardt
New Ulm MN

Ethan C. Buege
Katy TX

Caleb A. Carlovsky
New Ulm MN

Elijah R. Crass
Ortonville MI

Adam M. Dahle
Algoma WI

Joshua J. Fisch
Dousman WI

Jonathan D. Harbach
Hastings MN

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
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Aaron D. Neyhart
Reedsburg WI

Rees F. Roecker
Menomonee Falls WI

Luke C. Rogotzke
Sanborn MN

Isaiah J. Schlomer
Helenville WI

Luke S. Schlomer
Rome WI

Eli B. Slangor
Grand Blanc MI

Luke J. Staude
Germantown WI

Caleb R. Steinke
Pflugerville TX

Brett M. Timmerman
Yale MI

Corey D. Tipton Jr.
Milwaukee WI

Luke F. Wegner
Milwaukee WI

Nathanael E. Wendland
Mequon WI

Elijah J. Wohling
Beaver Dam WI
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Christian D. Dodson
The Woodlands TX

Nathan T. Rooney
Brewster NE

SEMINARY CERTIFICATION
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Stephanie M. Affeldt
Germantown WI

Kassidy A. Aguilar
Peoria AZ

Rachel P. Huebner
Madison WI

Jenna R. Koehler
Neenah WI

Anna M. Kreutz
Madison WI

Hannah F. Ott
Germantown WI

Grace E. Pocza
Davison MI

Olivia V. Robinson
New Ulm MN

Marissa B. L. Zaye
Bylas AZ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Zachary J. Arndt
Rosemount MN

Carolyn A. Bauer
North Hollywood CA

Josephine D. Bieberitz
Eau Claire WI

Lauren A. Blaine
Hemlock MI

Hannah E. Borgwardt
New Ulm MN

Madeline G. Bourman
Milwaukee WI

Matthew R. Curtis
Palmetto GA

Kennedy E. Doble
Ortonville MI

Grace R. Gibson
Auburn WA

Samantha J. Grass
Milwaukee WI

Emmaline E. Hagedorn
La Crosse WI

Julia R. Hallman
Watertown WI

Nathan G. Helwig
Omaha NE

Grace E. Kieselhorst
Watertown WI

Chloe J. Hackbarth
Willis TX
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Lauren A. Paulsen
Oconomowoc WI

Maya N. Price
Weston WI

Hannah G. Rassat
South Haven MN

Meaghan E. Scannell
Renton WA

Anastasia E. Scharf
New Ulm MN

Grace M. LaGalo
Saginaw MI

Corianna R. Lamb
Grove City OH

Isaiah J. Loersch
Onalaska WI

Natalie G. Luebke
Jackson WI

Margaret K. Menges
Missouri City TX

Katelyn E. Mensching
Watertown WI

Isabel E. Monday
Freedom WI

Abbee E. Olsen
Louis Corners WI

Maia C. Pankow
Bay City MI
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Jessica R. Waege
Tomah WI

Abigail E. Schewe
Janesville WI

Elijah A. Schoof
New Ulm MN

Grace P. M. Seim
Beaver Dam WI

Lillian K. Shambeau
West Bend WI

Ellie G. Slangor
Saint Charles MI

Hope N. Sulzle
Cottonwood AZ

Jessica I. Techlin
Brookfield WI

Amelia G. Thiel
Boulder CO

Kendra G. Valleau
Maplewood MN

Sarah J. Vance
New Ulm MN

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (cont.)
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

MIDDLE and SECONDARY EDUCATION

Elizabeth A. Bornschlegl
Rochester MN

Communication Arts  
& Literature

Anna E. Busch
Rapid City SD

Communication Arts 
& Literature

Kendra M. Clarke
Wethersfield CT

Communication Arts & 
Literature; Spanish (K-12)

Elijah G. Dorn
Lake Mills WI

Physics

Joseph D. Ehlke
Jackson WI

Social Studies

Alison G. Foxen
Cedarburg WI

Communication Arts 
& Literature

Lydia E. Hahm
Plymouth MN

Chemistry; Physics

Natalie R. Hueske
DeWitt NE

Chemistry; Life 
Science

Colin J. Krueger
Appleton WI

Physics; Vocal Music 
(K-12)

Nathan D. Miller
Muskego WI
Social Studies

Makena E. Shobe
Rainbow CA

Communication Arts 
& Literature

Eric M. Raasch
Sioux Falls SD
Mathematics

Alexander T. Ritter
Berrien Springs MI

Life Science

Adam C. Rosenbaum
Saint Joseph MI

Mathematics

Seth S. Veers
Cross Plains WI
Social Studies

Andrew D. Wietzke
Pueblo West CO

Chemistry; Physics

Lilianne M. Zimpelmann
Manitowoc WI

Communication Arts  
& Literature

Grace M. Russell
Beaver Dam WI

Mathematics; Physics
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

K-12 EDUCATION 

Corey S. Deyo
Sparta WI

Vocal Music

Sarah J. Hoffe
Nodine MN

Spanish

Ty R. Marohn
Eau Claire WI

Physical Education

William H. Mears
Appleton WI

Physical Education

Abigail J. Schmitz
Fond du Lac WI

Vocal Music

Olivia C. Siehr
Manitowoc WI

Spanish

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION + EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

Caitlin A. Broehm
Appleton WI

Bethany R. Valleau
Maplewood MN

Instrumental Music; 
Vocal Music
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION + SECONDARY EDUCATION

Joshua W. Aden
Reedsville WI
Social Studies

Morgan K. Behnke
Brillion WI

Special Education

Emma M. Berg
West Bend WI
Vocal Music

Meghan A. Blaine
Hemlock MI
Life Science

Kaitlin F. Butler
West Allis WI
Life Science

Kyle M. Doering
Lake Mills WI
Social Studies

Emma J. Dorn
Redwood Falls MN

Chemistry

Maya N. Habben
Flagstaff AZ

Social Studies

Abigail B. Kesting
Neosho WI

Special Education

Emmalee E. Mindock
Kaukauna WI

Spanish

George T. Sims
Franklin WI
Social Studies

Meg A. Stangl
Watertown WI

Vocal Music

Espen J. Storlie
Lake Mills WI
Social Studies

Noah J. Uhlenbrauck
Appleton WI

Communication Arts 
& Literature

Hannah S. Westra
Hortonville WI

Spanish
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Noah J. Kvidt
Newnan GA

Zachary D. Klement
Greenfield WI

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

STAFF MINISTRY

MINISTRY CERTIFICATION 
for PARISH STAFF MINISTRY

STAFF MINISTRY 
CERTIFICATION

Marc P. Sandefur
New Ulm MN

Jason L. Fredrick
Oconomowoc WI

Kevin R. Renner
Rochester MN

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES

Garrett D. Bretschneider
Pierce NE

Madeline G. Liebert
Freedom WI

Alaina M. Wiedoff
Hartford WI

Margaret L. Zabell
Green Bay WI

Natasha M. Moreton
New Ulm MN
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ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE in EDUCATION

Jennifer S. Robbert
Fremont WI

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

 Mark P. Snyder
Jefferson WI

COMPLETING ADDITIONAL DEGREE

COMPLETING CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

CHAPLAIN

Jennie E. Burk
Phoenix AZ

Kenneth D. DeGier
Echo MN

Mark R. Grzanna
Milwaukee WI

Jason C. Jonker
Phoenix AZ

Mark Kleisner
Proctor MN

Jason R. Petoskey
Wisconsin Rapids WI

Jackie L. Reils
Ontario WI

EVANGELISM

Paul F. Arnhold
Menomonee Falls WI

Tyler P. Prekop
Helenville WI

Amber E. Swenson
Rochester MN

Amanda C. Treder
Sun Prairie WI

MENTORING
& COACHING

Beth A. Messman
Two Rivers WI

Hayley J. Moldenhauer
Milwaukee WI

Jay T. Selle
Fond du Lac WI

MINISTRY 
CERTIFICATION 

for PARISH STAFF 
MINISTRY

Andrew T. Pedde
Irmo SC

Carol J. Prewett
Cheyenne WY

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
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THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

MASTER OF ARTS

Craig Breitkreutz
Jackson WI

Theological Studies

CURRENT SER VICE:

David’s Star Lutheran School
Jackson WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2005

MS Education - Leadership Emphasis
Martin Luther College
2020

MASTER’S DEGREES
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

EDUCATION

Austin Dalton
New Ulm MN

Educational Technology 
Emphasis
in absentia

Jon Engelbrecht
Rockland WI

Leadership Emphasis

Lisa Hoffer
Plymouth MN

Leadership Emphasis

Nathan Livingston
Onalaska WI

Leadership Emphasis
in absentia

Mandy Pavelchik
Mankato MN

Special Education 
Emphasis

Gretchen Plitzuweit
Green Bay WI

Special Education 
Emphasis
in absentia

OTHER DEGREES:

BA English, BA History
University of California, Davis
2003

CURRENT SER VICE:

Holy Trinity Lutheran Academy
New Hope MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2023

CURRENT SER VICE:

Mt. Olive Lutheran School
Mankato MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2003

CURRENT SER VICE:

Luther High School
Onalaska WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
1998

CURRENT SER VICE:

St. Paul Lutheran School
Onalaska WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2006

CURRENT SER VICE:

St. Paul Lutheran School
Green Bay WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2002
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Janelle Punzel
La Crosse WI

Instruction Emphasis
in absentia

Erick Schalo
Delray Beach FL

Educational Technology 
Emphasis

CURRENT SER VICE:

First Lutheran School
La Crosse WI

OTHER DEGREES:
BS Education
Martin Luther College
1996

CURRENT SER VICE:

Divine Savior Academy
Delray Beach FL

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2017

BS Business Administration: 
Management

Augsburg College, Minneapolis
2009

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
EDUCATION (cont.)
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

Sarah Birsching
Mosinee WI

Technology Director  
Emphasis

Peter Buege
Manitowoc WI

Principal Emphasis

Mitchell Giovannettone
Coon Rapids MN
Principal Emphasis

Stephen Kamps
Burlington WI

Principal Emphasis

Keely Prekop
Helenville WI

Early Childhood 
Director Emphasis

Becky Kuepers
Madison WI

Early Childhood 
Director Emphasis

in absentia

CURRENT SER VICE:

St. Peter Lutheran School 
Schofield WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2019

CURRENT SER VICE:

Cross of Christ Lutheran School
Coon Rapids MN

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2019

CURRENT SER VICE:

Our Redeemer Lutheran School
Madison WI

OTHER DEGREES:

WELS Teaching Ministry 
Certification

Martin Luther College
2020

BS Human Development  
and Family Studies

University of Wisconsin-Stout
1999

CURRENT SER VICE:

First German Lutheran School
Manitowoc WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2000

CURRENT SER VICE:

First Lutheran School
Lake Geneva WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2008

CURRENT SER VICE:

St. Peter Lutheran School
Helenville WI

OTHER DEGREES:

BS Education
Martin Luther College
2016
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MASTER OF SCIENCE

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Jennifer Ertman
Fort Atkinson WI
Special Education

CURRENT SER VICE:

Crown of Life Christian Academy
Fort Atkinson WI

OTHER DEGREES:

WELS Teaching Ministry Certification
Martin Luther College
2015

BS Elementary Education Major,  
Early Childhood Education Minor

University of Wisconsin-Platteville
2001
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CALL SERVICE 

OPENING HYMN COME, HOLY GHOST, CREATOR BLEST 
CW 586

5 Drive far away our wily foe,   
 and your abiding peace bestow;   
 with you as our protecting guide,   
 no evil can with us abide.    

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son,
 and you, from both, as Three in One
 that we your name may ever bless
 and in our lives the truth confess.

 Stand

7 Praise we the Father and the Son
 and Holy Spirit, with them One,
 and may the Son on us bestow
 the gifts that from the Spirit flow!

2:30 pm
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M: O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,
C: Have mercy on us.

M: O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C: Have mercy on us.

M: O God the Holy Spirit, Advocate and Guide,
C: Have mercy on us.

M: Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God,
C: Have mercy on us.

M: Govern and direct your holy Church, fill it with love and truth, and grant it that unity which is 
according to your will. 

C: Hear us, good Lord.

M: Enlighten all ministers of the gospel with true knowledge and understanding of your Word, that by 
their teaching and living they may declare it clearly and show its truth. 

C: Hear us, good Lord.

M: Encourage and prosper your servants who spread the gospel in all the world, and send out laborers 
into the harvest. 

C: Hear us, good Lord.

M: Bless and keep your people, good Lord. 
C: God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Be seated

READING 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
In his grace, the Lord appointed Paul to serve him in public ministry.

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me 
to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, 
Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and 
receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN O CHRIST, WHO CALLED THE TWELVE 
CW 716 

Setting by Cathy and David Mokelbust
Stanza 3 by Ēriks Ešenvalds

The choir sings stanzas 1 and 3. The congregation sings stanzas 2 and 4.

Organ: Benjamin Foster  |  Flute: Emma Pufahl

SERMON 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

CHOIR LORD GOD, YOU HAVE CALLED YOUR SERVANTS
Text: Closing Prayer from the Vespers Service

Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Music: J. Aaron McDermid

Lord God, you have called your servants 
 to ventures of which we cannot see the ending;
 by paths as yet untrod, through perils unknown.

  

Give us faith to go out with courage, not knowing where we go,
 but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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READING OF ASSIGNMENTS

OPTING FOR INTERNATIONAL SER VICE

We praise God also for the following graduate who has elected international service:

EDUCATION 

Maya Habben – Thailand (Friends Network)   

HYMN TO GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT LET US PRAY
CW 596 

Stand

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN GOD’S WORD IS OUR GREAT HERITAGE 
CW 640

Be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
SER VING AT WORSHIP

Presiding Minister Rev. Dr. Rich Gurgel  |  MLC President

Preacher Rev. David Scharf  |  MLC Theology Division

Reading of Assignments Rev. Mark Schroeder  |  WELS President

Organist Rev. Jacob Behnken  |  MLC Dean of Chapel

College Choir Prof. Adrian Smith  |  MLC Music Division
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Kenneth & Mary Abraham Scholarship
Martin Albrecht Music Scholarship
Albrechts of Eschenau Memorial Fund
Katherine (Ewald) Alderman Memorial Scholarship
All Children Can Learn Scholarship
Arizona-California District Scholarship
Auxiliary Scholarship
Barnabas Fund
Gerhard Bauer Scholarship
Isaac J. Baumann Memorial Scholarship
George & Mildred Benedict Endowment
Beyer Memorial Scholarship
Hugo & Janet Bilitz Scholarship
Bingenheimer Music Scholarship
Birkholz & Gray Family Scholarship
Elfred Bloedel Memorial Organ Scholarship
Boehling Scholarship
Boschee Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Roy & Ruth Breiling Endowed Organ Scholarship
Edwin & Malinda Buss Memorial Fund
By Grace Scholarship
Ron & Phyllis Byers Scholarship
Carow MLC Preseminary Scholarship
Christus Lux Scholarship
Larry Czer English Scholarship
Dakota-Montana District Scholarship
Earl & Eileen Defferding Scholarship
DMLHS Class of 1956 Scholarship
DMLHS Class of 1959 Scholarship
Duane Duin Student Assistance Scholarship
Dusseau Family Urban Teaching & Leadership Scholarship
Melvin & Ina Mae Dux Scholarship
Emanuel–New London 125th Anniversary Fund
Engel Scholarship
R. & F. Ewings Memorial Scholarship
Conrad Frey Scholarship
Gaertner/Harting Scholarship
Silas Lawrence Gerling Scholarship
Grefe Family Scholarship
Ivan & Jeanette Gruetzmacher Scholarship
Jim & Sarah (Zell) Guenther Scholarship
Walter & Darleen Gutknecht Endowment
Judy Hamby Scholarship
Heckmann Scholarship
Pastor William K. Hein Chaplaincy Endowment
Holzhueter Family Scholarship
Chris Horn Scholarship

Houska Larsen Endowment
James K. Huhn Memorial Science Scholarship
Walter O. & Frieda Johnson Scholarship
Junso Organ Scholarship
Kastens Staff Ministry Scholarship
E. C. Kiessling Scholarship
Klockziem Scholarship
Koinonia Fund
Bob & Helen Krueger Scholarship
Don & Verona Krueger Scholarship
Zachary Krzmarzick Music Scholarship
Pastor Tom & Deb Kutz Scholarship
Herman & Antonia Lehmann Prize
Rev. Philip L. H. & Elenore F. A. Lehmann Scholarship
Dr. Ruth Preston Lehmann Scholarship
Winfred P. Lehmann Language Scholarship
Lemke Scholarship
LET & MAT Scholarship
Ronald & Anna Lind Scholarship
Luehrs Scholarship
Glenn & Rebecca Lussky Scholarship
MLC Alumni Association Endowment
Melacha Scholarship
Alan & Muriel Meyer Endowment
Micheel Scholarship
Jack N. Minch Endowed & Annual Scholarships
Minnesota District Scholarship
Zachary Moyle Scholarship
Northwestern College Alumni Society Presidents Grants

• Pres. John A. Braun Grant for English 
• Pres. John A. Braun Grant for Leadership  
• Pres. August F. Ernst Grant for Confessional  

Languages: German
• Pres. August F. Ernst Grant for Confessional  

Languages: Latin
• Pres. August F. Ernst Grant for Confessional  

Languages: German & Latin
• Pres. E.E. Kowalke Grant for Biblical Languages: Hebrew  
• Pres. E.E. Kowalke Grant for Biblical Languages: Greek
• Pres. Adam Martin Grant for Living Languages 
• Pres. Carleton Toppe Grant for GPA and Religion
• Pres. Carleton Toppe Grant for Worship and Music
• Pres. Robert J. Voss Grant for Student Government
• Pres. Robert J. Voss Grant for Student Life

Ruth Odegard Endowment
Ted Olsen Early Childhood Scholarship
Dr. John Henry Ott Award for Research Writing

We praise God for the individuals, families, churches, and organizations that have established named scholarships 
to assist MLC students. 
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Edward & Rhoda Otterstatter Scholarship
OWLS Scholarship
Bill & Jerry Patterson Scholarship
Warren H. & Adeline G. Phelps Scholarship
LeDell & Fern Plath Leadership Scholarship
Pastor Joel W. & Margaret A. Prange Organ Endowment
Theodore Precht Scholarship
Jeff & Yvonne Quint Endowed & Annual Scholarships
Virgil & Esther Raasch Scholarship
Earl & Elnor Reichel Memorial Scholarship
John & Evelyn Rogotzke Scholarship
Edison Sabin Memorial Scholarship
St. Paul–Seaforth Scholarship
Robert A. Schaefer Scholarship
Ellen Schmeling Early Childhood Education Scholarship
Fred & Bertha Schroeder Scholarship
Professor Francis Schubkegel Music Scholarship
Professor Joyce Schubkegel Music Scholarship
Schweppe Scholarship
Betty Schweppe-Gerlach Scholarship
Servant’s Heart Ministerial Scholarship
Service to God and Country Scholarship
Serving Christ Scholarship
Pastor Richard Siegler Scholarship
Sievert Scholarship
Mrs. Amy Marlene Smith Music Scholarship

Arvid & Evelyn Sternquist Scholarship
Barbara Strackbein Memorial Scholarship
Strong and Courageous Scholarship
Tell the Next Generation Scholarship
Manfred E. & Olga A. Tiedemann Scholarship
Timothy Endowment
Marjorie Toepel Scholarship
Jim Unke Memorial Scholarship
Voecks Scholarship
Beth Washow Wagie Scholarship
Warner Scholarship
Howard L. Wessel Memorial Scholarship
Rev. Victor Weyland Legacy Scholarship
Harry & Rola Wiedmann Scholarship
Wintrone Scholarship
Peggy Witt Scholarship to Inspire Infant/Toddler  

Child Development Associates
Peggy Witt Scholarship to Inspire Preschool  

Child Development Associates
Verna Witt Scholarship
Dr. Allen & JoAnn Wittchow Scholarship
Prof. Meilahn P. Zahn Memorial Scholarship  

for the Advancement of Lutheran Worship  
in Christian Education

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Scholarship
Ryan Zweifel Scholarship







  
Pursuing Excellence 


