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Two Kinds of Righteousness
In 1519, Martin Luther wrote one of his most famous sermons on Philippians 2:5-6. In that sermon, he
wrote:

These two types of righteousness guide our worship theme in this Reformation Festival service: Righteous in Christ,
Righteous through Christ.

Righteous in Christ
In your baptism, you have been clothed with Christ, as if he were something you could wear, and standing in him,
he is your righteousness. As St. Paul explains, “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). Luther’s
first type of righteousness describes that same point:

Righteous through Christ
Through Christ Jesus, not only is his righteousness your own, but you are free to express that same righteousness
he has given you through repentance and acts of love. St. Paul also writes: “For the grace of God has
appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age” (Titus 2:11-12). Luther
emphasizes the same:

May the Holy Spirit guide your thoughts today as we ponder these two types of righteousness—the kind which is
from without, vicarious, and imputed; and the kind which is our own, worked, and demonstrated.
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Call to Worship
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son (), and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: I pray to you, Lord, in the time of your favor; in your great love, O God, answer me with your
sure salvation.
C: Answer me, Lord, out of the goodness of your love; in your great mercy turn to me.
L: Do not hide your face from your servant; answer me quickly, for I am in trouble.
C: Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked for sympathy, but there
was none, for comforters, but I found none.
L: Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.
C: I sink into the dark depths, where there is no foothold.

L: I have come into the deep waters; the floods engulf me.
C: I am worn out calling for help; my throat is parched. My eyes fail, looking for my God.
L: You, God, know my folly; my guilt is not hidden from you.
L: But I pray to you, Lord, in the time of your favor; in your great love, O God, answer me with
your sure salvation.
C: Rescue me from the depths, do not let me sink; deliver me from the deep waters.
L: O Lord, hear my contrition and confession:
C: I confess to you, God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed; in what I have done
and in what I have failed to do, by my fault, by my own fault, by my most grievous fault;
I cannot provide my own righteousness or earn my own salvation, so now I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Amen.
L: The Lord your God is merciful and has sent his only Son to save you from your sins. He is the
Servant of the Lord, who earned for you salvation by his righteousness. In Christ, his righteousness has become your own, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God”
. Therefore, I declare to you that your
sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son (), and of the Holy Spirit!

L: Come, let us sing to the Lord a song of praise:
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Song of Praise

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray:
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Work in our
hearts and minds a knowledge of your righteousness, that has been given to us in your Son Jesus
Christ, so that we are counted as righteous before you, that we desire the end of sin within us,
and that we may go out to love our neighbors. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain all your promises, through Jesus Christ, your Son and
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE WORD
First Lesson—Isaiah 52:13-53:12
13 See,

my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 14 Just as there
were many who were appalled at him—his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human
being and his form marred beyond human likeness—15 so he will sprinkle many nations, and
kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what
they have not heard, they will understand.
1 Who

has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew up
before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their
faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4 Surely

he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all,
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7 He

was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from
the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit
in his mouth.
10 Yet

it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his
life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will
prosper in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will
give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured
out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Psalm of the Day—Psalm 46

Second Lesson—Philippians 2:5-11
5 In

your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who,

being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Verse of the Day—Mark 10:45
L: The verse of the day is from Saint Mark, chapter ten, verse 45.

C: Alleluia! For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many. Alleluia!
The Gospel—Mark 10:35-45
35 Then

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for
us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They replied, “Let one of us sit
at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus
said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”
39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the
baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to
those for whom they have been prepared.” 41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with
James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”
Choir Anthem—Chorale
“Cantate Domino”
Cantate Domino canticum novum, // Cantate et benedicite nomini eius, // quia mirabilia fecit.
Cantate et exultate et psallite, // psallite in cithara et voce psalmi, // quia mirabilia fecit.
Sing to the Lord a new song, // sing and bless his name, //for he has done marvelous deeds.
Sing and exult and praise, // in songs with the harp and the voice, // for he has done marvelous deeds.
Hymn of the Day
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Sermon—Mark 10:35-45

“Christ Alone!”
Confession of Faith—The Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord III:32
It is indeed correct to say that believers who through faith in Christ have been justified possess in this life, first, the
reckoned righteousness of faith and, second, also the righteousness of the new obedience or of good works. But
these two dare not be confused with one another or introduced simultaneously into the article of justification by
faith before God. For because this new righteousness or renewal in us is imperfect and impure in this life on account of the flesh, no one can therewith and thereby stand before the judgment of God. Only the righteousness of
the obedience, passion, and death of Christ which is reckoned to faith can stand before God's judgment. Hence
even after his renewal, after he has done many good works and leads the best kind of life, a person is pleasing and
acceptable to God and is adopted to sonship and the inheritance of eternal life only on account of Christ's obedience.

Hymn
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Offering
Offering Music—Hosanna Ringers
“Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”
Prayer of the Church
L: Let us pray as our Savior taught us:
C: Our Father in heaven.
L: Our Father, almighty Ruler over all things, we, your children by faith in Christ Jesus, pray to you with
confidence and joy.
C: Hallowed be your name.
L: Keep us from dishonoring you by false teaching and ungodly living; help us to cling to your pure and
precious Word and to lead a life which is pleasing to you.
C: Your kingdom come.
L: Keep us in faith by your grace that we may remain members of your kingdom, the holy Christian
Church. Fill our hearts with a concern for souls and bless the work of all who preach and spread your
saving Word, that your kingdom may grow and prosper.
C: Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
L: Destroy the plans of the devil and all the enemies who seek to rob us of our life with you. In all things
help us to obey you as gladly as do the angels in heaven. When you lead us in ways which seem dark
and mysterious, grant that we may surrender our will to yours.
C: Give us today our daily bread.

L: Provide for us each day with what we need for our lives and make us truly content and grateful for
what you give us. Move us to cast all our care on you, because you care for us.
C: Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
L: For the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus, put away our sins and make us clean by his blood and death.
Move us by your great love to forgive those who wrong or grieve us.
C: Lead us not into temptation.
L: Suppress Satan’s power when he tries to tempt us. If at first we listen to his voice, give us wisdom to
detect his trickery and strength to overcome him.
C: But deliver us from evil.
L: Shield us from harm. When we do face adversity and endure trouble, help us to carry our burdens with
patience and trust, knowing that you work out all things for our good. Finally, when our last hour
comes, take us to our home in heaven.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L: You alone, O Father, are the eternal King from whom we seek help. You alone have the power to
grant our desires. You alone have the glory now and in eternity for all you have done. With confidence
and trust we say:
C: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Benediction
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you () peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn
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Service Notes
Special thanks to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preacher: Prof. Nicolas Schmoller, MLC Professor of Theology & Foreign Language
Liturgy: Rev. Justin Heise, Pastor of Saint Peter Lutheran Church in Saint Peter, MN
Organist: Dr. John Nolte
Hosanna Ringers: Prof Craig Hirschmann, director
Martin Luther College Chorale: Prof Jonathan Laabs, director
Trumpet: Joseph Behm and Matthew Rugen
Horn: Cassandra Rose
Trombones: Karissa Nolte and Leah Kuchenbecker
Tuba: Andrew Kramer
Timpani: Jordan Massiah

A final note—The MN Valley chapter of WELS Kingdom Workers will not be hosting a session following the service.
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