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MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE

Men Continue Strong Start at St. Olaf

The cross country teams raced at St. Olaf on September 17. The men put together a
strong performance that finished second among the eight UMAC teams in attendance,
and ninth out of more than 20 teams from all conferences at the event.

Four MLC runners placed inside the top 55 finishers out of 290 runners at the event.
First-year Ryan Gurgel (KMLHS) led the way in 43" place, with a personal-best time
of 27:17. He was followed shortly after by Justin Wilkens (Haymarket VA), Ben Bitter
(WISCO), and Darian Schnose (MLYS).

The women finished in 21% place, and were led by Rachel Winter (Manitowoc LHS).

Gurgel finishes the race

Football Gains Experience

The football team is still looking for its first win three weeks into the season, but the
young Knights (nearly 30 first-year players on the roster) have gained experience they
hope will pay off later this season, and beyond.

The offense, led by quarterback T.J. Babinec (Luther) and first-year backs Josh Wong
(MVL) and Nate Stein (LPS), is still searching for consistency, but has moved the ball
on the ground. The key will be finding a way to involve receivers Josh Arndt (SCLHS)
and lan Paulsen (LPS) in the passing game more frequently.

Defensively, seniors Chris Dean (Edna TX) and Dan Schmidt (LPS) have led the
charge and helped the Knights stay in games. First-year defensive backs Joseph
Herrewig (WLA) and Jared Witkowiak (WISCO) have also had strong starts.

Wong takes the handoff

Women Defeat Crown 4-0

The women’s soccer team evened its UMAC record at 1-1, thanks to a 4-0 win at Crown
on Saturday, September 17.
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The Knights were led by a pair of first-half goals
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